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Indeed, I will work to engage and en-

sure that my local community receives 
all of the Federal help that they may 
need. 

I also want to recognize the Mont-
gomery County Public Schools for 
their prudent, responsible actions 
today to keep our students safe and 
sound. The best thing we can do now is 
remain calm, but aware and vigilant, 
and report any suspicious activities to 
the police.

f 

TRIBUTE TO THE LATE HOLLY 
JOHNSTON RICHARDSON 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, on behalf of myself and the 
gentleman from South Carolina (Mr. 
BROWN), I rise today to pay tribute to 
one of South Carolina’s most dedicated 
public servants, the late Holly John-
ston Richardson, who passed away this 
week after a courageous battle with 
breast cancer at the young age of 47. 

Most people know Holly Richardson 
as Senator STROM THURMOND’s con-
fidante, gatekeeper, and personal ad-
viser since 1979, but some may not 
know she was also one of Senator 
THURMOND’s closest friends. 

Holly was a native of Summerville, 
South Carolina, and was always loyally 
at Senator THURMOND’s side. She com-
manded the most sincere respect from 
South Carolinians and Washingtonians 
because of her professionalism, her 
character, and her devotion to duty. 

All of South Carolina will miss Hol-
ly’s Southern charm, her warmth, and 
dedication to Senator THURMOND. We 
extend our deepest sympathies to her 
husband Phil, to her two children, 
Anne and Emmet, and to her mother 
and father, Joanne and Coy Johnston. 
Her positive influence will continue 
through the STROM THURMOND and 
Holly Richardson Public Service Schol-
arship at her alma mater of Converse 
College in Spartanburg, South Caro-
lina. 
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A WORD CALLED ‘‘IRONY’’ 

(Mr. REHBERG asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. REHBERG. Mr. Speaker, I want 
to talk today about a word called 
‘‘irony.’’ Webster’s dictionary says 
irony is when there is an incongruity 
between the actual and the expected 
result of events. 

Unfortunately, Mr. Speaker, we have 
a prime case of this in my State. The 
people who have produced food for all 
of us in this country for our whole 
lives, farmers and ranchers, are now 
having a hard time affording food 
themselves. The very hard-working 
people who made this country the 
breadbasket of the world now cannot 
afford bread themselves. 

That is a pretty good example of an 
irony; is it not? It is also a good exam-
ple of a cruel irony. 

Mr. Speaker, I implore the Members 
of this House to finally hear our plea 
for assistance for drought-stricken 
farmers and ranchers, and quickly pass 
an agriculture disaster assistance 
package for crop years 2001 and 2002. 
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SPECIAL ORDERS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
GEKAS). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 3, 2001, and 
under a previous order of the House, 
the following Members will be recog-
nized for 5 minutes each.
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HONORING SEYMOUR GOLDWEBER 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
REHBERG). Under a previous order of 
the House, the gentlewoman from Flor-
ida (Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN) is recognized 
for 5 minutes. 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to honor one of Florida’s 
outstanding agricultural heroes, Sey-
mour Goldweber. 

Near Jersey City, Seymour was born 
on July 24, 1918. As a young boy he 
moved with his family to Miami where 
he completed primary and secondary 
school and became an Eagle Scout with 
Miami’s oldest scout troop. He then 
joined the United States Marine Corps 
before the start of World War II. 

Seymour served throughout the war 
in the Pacific Theater where he fought 
in many military campaigns, including 
the Marines’ costly battle at Iwo Jima. 
Following his military service to our 
country, he returned to Miami-Dade 
County where he obtained his Bachelor 
of Science degree in botany at the Uni-
versity of Miami in 1950. 

Seymour Goldweber began his profes-
sional career at the University of Mi-
ami’s Tropical Fruit Research Farm at 
Richmond Field conducting horti-
culture research studies on tropical 
fruit. His work brought these unknown 
species from around the world into pro-
ductive specimens, worthy of national 
and international marketing, including 
guavas, mangos, and avocados that we 
enjoy today. 

Mr. Goldweber joined the University 
of Florida-Miami-Dade County Cooper-
ative Extension Service as their fruit 
crops agent in 1960 where he designed 
their nationally and internationally 
prominent extension programs. 

In particular, his extension programs 
for the development of tropical and 
subtropical fruit has had an enormous 
impact in establishing south Florida’s 
tropical fruit industry for distribution 
across the USA and for export around 
the globe. 

Seymour has shared his extensive 
knowledge and expertise by training 
numerous other extension office fac-
ulty and staff. He is a role model and 
mentor of outstanding caliber and per-

formance. He made the mold. Seymour 
Goldweber is widely recognized by our 
local and State agencies. He is the 
choice to lecture to visiting professors, 
tour with college students, host an 
event, or guide a bus full of journalist 
and legislative representatives through 
America’s grocery, South Miami-Dade 
County. 

Seymour is the go-to guy for his vast 
knowledge, his capabilities in research 
and instruction, and his friendly style. 
His voice is reassuring and recognized 
across Miami and South Miami-Dade 
County. You can see the stamp of Sey-
mour Goldweber’s experience and 
loaned expertise with many organiza-
tions, including the American Society 
for Horticultural Science, the Dade 
County Farm Bureau, the Florida 
State Horticultural Society, the Flor-
ida Avocado and Lime Administrative 
Committees, the Mango Forum, and 
the Dade County Youth Fair, Miami-
Dade County’s Fruit and Spice Park, 
and the State of Florida’s Farmers 
Market, and so many others. 

Seymour is a founding member of the 
AGRI-Council, the Rare Fruit Council 
International, the Tropical Agriculture 
Fiesta, and Fairchild Tropical Gardens. 

He also serves on the South Dade 
Soil and Water Conservation District 
Board and the Dade County Public 
School Citizen Advisory Committee for 
AGRIbusiness and Natural Resources. 

He is a member of the National Asso-
ciation of the Federal Retired Employ-
ees and a proud member of the Amer-
ican Legion. 

Seymour Goldweber has been hon-
ored by the National Weather Service 
for 24 years as the liaison to the agri-
cultural community. He also has an an-
nual scholarship in his name that is 
presented by the AGRI Council to the 
outstanding agricultural student of the 
year. 

He has received the Dedicated Serv-
ice in Agriculture award by the Horti-
cultural Society of Florida, the Distin-
guished Service in Agriculture award 
by the Florida Mango Forum, and the 
Outstanding Service Award by the 
Dade County Youth Fair. 

Seymour was named Man of the Year 
by the Horticulture Studies Society of 
Florida in 1980. He was honored to re-
ceive the Paul Harris Fellow by the Ro-
tary Club of Homestead for furthering 
understanding of people of the world. 

Mr. Goldweber is the sought-after 
speaker for highly diverse audiences, 
including farmers, master gardeners, 
community and agri-business leaders, 
school teachers, homeowners, youth 
and 4–H programs, and local, State and 
Federal Government representatives. 

Many growers, local leaders, and or-
ganizations seek him out for his knowl-
edge and his repertoire on agricultural 
issues and historical events. 

Upon his retirement from the Cooper-
ative Extension Service in 1984, after 24 
years of outstanding service, Seymour 
was awarded the first Extension Agent 
Emeritus Designation in the State of 
Florida. Though he was officially, and 
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